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Pride Demands Further Reforms

Following DeGioia Response, Students Request Contirmed Action

By ConniE PARHAM
Hoya SaffWiiter

Members of the campus communi-
ty pushing to eliminate what they
consider to be intolerance against
LGBIQ students met with university
administrators, including University
President John J. DeGioia, this week,
‘but have since continued to voice
their demands, saying that they are
not yet satisfied with DeGioia's
response.

Mumerous students and faculty
mernbers sent emails to DeGioia

_should walk in

beginning last week wrging him to
take part in an open meeting to discuss
their demands. While DeGioia
declined t» take part in such a meet-
ing, he and Vice President for Student
Affairs Todd Olson met privately with
four members of the GU Pride board
on Tuesday morning and DeGioia sent
a universitywide email later that day.

“There are no circumstances in
which students, faculty and staff
feap because ofjany
aspect of their identity,” he said thee-
mail.

The email was sent less than two

weeks after a Georgetown sopho-
more was arrested for assaulting

another student early on the morn-
ing of Sept. 9 in what is being consid-
ered a hate crime. Hundrads of stu-
dents have since called for several
reforms, incduding extended
resources for the LGBTQ community,
mandatory events to educate st
dents about the LGBTQ community
and a revised LGRTQ working group.

While Olson said £1a2 koo nesting
between DeGioia and the studentson
Tuesday — as well as two other meet-
ings scheduled on the same day to

address the group's demands — was
productive, the students present said
that they were not yet satisfied by the
university administration’s response.
They voiced their continued con-
CeTIS yests when about 15 mem-
bers of GU Pride gathered in Red
Square and requested to give to
DeGiocia a petition outlining their
demands, but were barred from
entering Healy Hall by the univers:
25 Department of Public Safety,
The protest began as GU Pride

See GU PRIDE, 46
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DeGioia
Defends
Boycott
Criticism

By LAURA Brignza
Hoya Staff Wiiter

Facing growing protest from a Law Center profes-
sor, University President John J. DeGioia has stood by
his decision in recent weeks to criticize a proposed
boyoott of Israeli universities over the summer.

DeGioia's criticistn, which he expressed in an
advertisement appearing in the Ang. 8 edition of The
New York Times that included signatures from hurn-
dreds of university presidents across the nation, was
directed at the University and Colleges Union, a
group which represents more than 120,000 postsec-
ondary educators in the United Kingdom that called
for the boycott of lsraeli universities as part of a
protest of lsraeli occupation of Palestinian territores,

Louis Seidman, aprofessor at the Law Center, soon
after wrote a letter to DeGioia protesting his signa-
ture of the advertisement, arguing that the protest
could have benefited relations between Israel and
Palestine. But DeGioia has since publicly defended
his decision, arguing that intellectual boycotts are
not appropriate,

The advertisement, which was sponsared by the
American Jewish Committee and was spearheaded
by Columbia University President Lee Bollinger, fea-
tured a statement made by Bollinger that called the
proposed boycott an “inteflectually shoddy and polit:
ically biased {attempt] to hijack the central mission of
higher education.” The advertisement read in large
font: Israeli Universities? Boyoott Curs, Tool”

Seidman said that the advertisement promoted
only the Israeli side of the conflict. As an American
Jew, Seidman said that he considers the United
States’ “unquestionable support of Israel .. both
morally unjustifiable” and detrimental in the inter-
national arena.

Inan open letter to DeGioia that he has recently cir-
culated at the Law Center, Seidman wrote, “My own
view is that at this point in history, a boyoott of major
Israseliinstitul:ioﬁsl:ilightpl:l;ra,us«z'.li.lln:wleinundexL
mining disastrous Israeli policies.”

Seidman sai-! in == inte=iew that NDeGicia <harl?
not have signed the advertisement on behalf of
en it reflect the
opinions of the entire community. He said that

See ADVERTISEMENT, A6



