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A D.C. Superior Court judge ruled
yraterday that Georgetown Univer-
sity may withhold privileges from a
campus gay-student organization
because the university's adherence to
Catholic beliefs against homasexu-
ality -is protected by the First
Amendment.

Judge Sylvia Bacon dismissed a
lawsuit brought by gay students
against the university three years
ago. She said that although the
school receives federsl funds, the
students cannot force the universily

Gays Lose Lawsuit Against GU

The - students had argued the
school should be required to recog-
nize them under the D.C. human
rights law, which bans discrimina-
tion on the basis of ‘sexus] prefer-
ence. They said the refusal of official .
recognition denied them funding ond
other rights given to numerous other
students organizations.

The students also claimed George. -
town is not a religious institution
and it had acted arbitraily i citing
religious tenets as a basis for denying
the gay group recognition, '

However, the univensity argued
that it is a religious institution de-
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to grant them official recognition .
because the federal government has
not articulated a national palicy on
homosexual rights.

See RULING, A7, Col. 1

Georgelown 'Um'bemity plans to
enroll maore Catholics,
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- Judge, Citing First Amendment,
Dismisses Gays’ Suit Against GU
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spite some of its secular activities ond that its re-
fusal to recognize the gay group was proper be-
cause the students “were participating in and pro-
nmoting homosexual life styles” contrary to Cath-
alic beliefy.

Bacon wrote that there was “no evidence that
the heliefs on which the university acted were bi-
zrre, without founctation or otherwise not entitled
to recogmition us sincerely held religious beliefy.”

* The judiciary, Bacun ruled, "cannot probe the
proper interpretation or application of Roman
Cathulic heliefs on homusexuality or on the duties
of the faith{ul" ' ’

The Digtrict's human rights act cannot-override
those beliefs because it “is a lneal enactment of
well-motivated
Bacon wrote, ¥

If the act were enforced, the university “would
be compelled to grant ‘university recognition® to
groups which, in the view of the university, under-
mine the nurmative teachings of the Roman Cath-
ofic church.”

Bucon wrote that her decision "is reached not
hecause of any lack of respect for the rights of
students or homosexuals but rather out of a helief
‘that religious freedom requires it

Runald Bogard, attorney for the student group, '

salil he will appeal Bacon's ruling. He accused
univensity olTicials of being “totally insincere” and
added that *it is just mind bogeling” that Lhe city
“dues not have the right to articulate its views on
discrimination dnless the federal legislature says
this is a national issue,

“I think this is a real stab in the back ol home .

rule.”

Georgetown Universily President Timothy S,
Healy issued a statement expressing surprise that
the university's “Cathalic roots” had been chal-
lenged at trial,

“No strugyle, howaver, that sets the members of'
the university one against the other can.end in
“viclory,” nor can this house divide jtzelf into win-
ners and Jusers,” Healy said. :

“The faculty and stutlents will louk o close the

rift these duys have opened and heal the hurt that

purpose hut ilppermhsi_blg_reach,' J

_in matters relating to sexual orientation.”

they have brought; to show to all the men and
women of Georgetown, even those wha fought for
8 belief we cannat share, out rightful understand.
ing of their worth. Qur respect for each other i3
steadier ground for Georgetown's work and being
thon any ruling the low can give.”

. ard said the university's denial of privileges
to the gay organization parallels practices of other
universities that engage in racial discrimination
based on religious helief,

Earlier this year, the Supreme Court ruled in a
case involving Boh Jones University that such be.'
liefs are not protected Ly the Constitution and
that'the Internal Ravenue Service may deny tax
exempt ‘status {o private universities that violats
"a fundamental national public policy”. by prac.
ticing racial discrimination. ' i

In her opinivn yesterdny; Bacon cited the high

.court’s decision but said there “is no similar ha-'|

tional policy compelling. government intervention

‘The goy studenls had requested universily rec-
ognition in order to benefit from such privileges as
use'of a campus mail box, mailing services, coun-

puter laheling services and the ability to apply for |

university fundy. !

The university notified the students iheir re-
quest wos donied because Georgetown hus “a his-
tory and tradition which is specifically Cathulic.”

Reougnition by “the “university, officials said,
“would be interpreted by many a5 endorsement of
the positions taken by the gay movement on a full
range of issues.” -

The univerdity has allowed the students to
meet on campus but has prohibited them from
some Aclivities, such as using the university's
name on placards and placing literature in general
mailings to students. At the trial, the universily
cited Catholic doctrine that holds homosexuality
to be “gravely evil and a disordered use of the sex-
ual faculty” and “morally wrong.”

Addressing the university's secular activities,
specifically its use of federal grants, Bacon ruled
that none of those activities “deprives it (the unij-.
versity} of its stotus as a church-affiliated educa-
tional institution.”




