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MCC’ers Verbally,
Physically Attacked

by Dave Walter

The “Washington For Jesus” ralty here this week was marked by active participation
— and involvement in a confrontation — by local Metropolitan Community Church
members, and was the occasion for a White House gathering of representatives of

national Gay religious organizations.

The non-violent confrontetion came after 13 members of MCC Washington, holding
up signs proclaiming their homosexuality, marched into the crowd of Christians
gathered on the Mall Tuesday. One of the signs stated, “The Lord is My Shepherd and

Continued on page 7
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Gay Student Groups
Sue Georgetown U.

by Dave Walter

Two Gay student groups, charging dis-
crimination, are taking Georgetown Uni-
versity 1o court. A suit was filed Wednesday
in D.C. Superior Court accusing the Univer-
sity of violating the D.C. Human Rights Act
by refusing to grant University charters to
the Gay Peopie of Geargerown University
{GPGUY} and the Gay Rights Coalition of
Georgetown University Law Center (GRC-
GULC). ;

Both organizations petitioned for recog-
nition, but were turned down. University
officials cited homesexuality as being con-

te Catholic docttine.

e suit was filed on behalf of the wwo
groups, 23 members of the groups, and three
faculty members of the Law Center. Named
as defendants are the University, the Law
Center, University President Timothy S.
Healy, and law school Dean David J.
McCarthy, Jr.

One of the attorneys for the plaintiffs, Ron
Bogard, said the suit seeks an injunction
“directing the University to charter the two
groups and accord te them the rights and
privileges that go to any student group on
campus, including competition for money
and office space.” He added that the suit
secks personal damages for the plaintiffs, and
that it asks that the University be ordered 10
pay attorneys’ fees and court costs.

The suits is based mainly on the D.C.
Human Rights Act, to which it makes three
references;

® “Ir is unfawful discriminatory action. ..
for an educational institution. . . to deny. . .
any of its facilities and services to any person.

CBS Reports: Something Went Wrong

by David Wilson
Just how much power do Gay people have

collectively, and of what sipnificance will that -

growing power be within the ever-changing
American politicel framework? That
question was to be the central focus of the
recently-aired CBS-TV News documentary
“Gay Power — Gay Politics.”” The news
feature, anchored by CBS reporters Harry
Reasoner and George Crile, was to use the
specific exampie of the Gayinfluence on the
1979 mayoral race in San Francisco — onc of
the most heavily-influenced Gay centers in
the nation — as a case-in-point for its study.
Reasoner prefaced the breadcast by noting
thet the show was about the birth of a
political movement, and *. . . not about the
Gay lifestyles or the average Gay
experience.” Somewhere between the idea
- and its execution, something went wiong.

Early in the broadcast, it appeared that the
show would focus on Dianne Feinstein and
the role the San Francisco Gay vote took in
her bid for and eventual election as mayor last
year. It had become evident early in the
campaign that the strong Gay community
there would form a unified voting bloc — &
bloc no candidate whe hoped to be successful
could afford to alienate. And so, George
Crile, who was assigned to the report last
spring, set out following Feinstein around
the city as she went after the Gay vote.

But then Feinstein, a leng-time friend of
the San Francisco Gay community, made a
mistake during the beginning stages of the
campaign — a mistake she would live to
regret. In an interview with Ladies’ Home
Journal, Feinstein, when guestioned about
the sexual mores of the Gay community, said
that Gays should observe community
standards — they shouldn’t force their
lifestyles on others. At that point her Gay
constituency backed away, and the mayor
had to fight to regain her pofitical composure,
Feinstein soon realized that it would not be
enough to simply pacify the Gay community
— she would have 1o actively court their vote
to win the clection. There were receptions
end parties ant beauty pageants — and they
were all Gay-oriented and sponsered. If
there was a possibility of getting the Gay vote
back in her pocket, Dianne Feinstein was
there.

At that point, however, the program subtly
started on a drastic negative binge. After
examining the issue of public sex in Buena
Vista Park, the show goes on to “*glory holes,”
S & M Bars, and torture chambers. There are

two “innocent children” giving their

accounts of observing men involved in sexual
acts in the park. And then there are their
parents. There is dialogue berween Crile and
a coroner concerning deaths related to Gay S
& M sex. Men arc dancing wildly in the

streets — some clothed, some almost not, For
the mejor portion of the documentary’s aic
time, the show seems to focus on the issucs of
public versus private sex acts, and the range
of sex acts performed by consenting adults.
And all of this in a show that was . . . not
about the Gay lifestyle. . .

At the end of the broadcast, there was an
equally subtle shift back to the political
trivmph of Mayor Feinstein. But the damage
had been done. The show contradicted its
preface by dealing with issues involving
individual' acts. ‘But to add' insult o the
blossoming injury, they placad an entirely
negative focus on those acts. In short, the
program left the impression that public
sexuality and Gay political power are both
equal parts of the same unit.

Given — CBS News does not have a
reputation as being exactly liberal. Nor does
Mr. Ressoner. And granted, it is difficuit to
work on a project of such a controversial
narure without letting personal biases rise to
the surface occesionally. But it is the job of a
reporter to be objective. And surely, in a city
with an estimated Gay population of at least
100,000 persons, the producers of this fiasco
could have found at least one thing that
wasn't negative to say about a movement
strang enough to change the face of the

Continued on page 11

. . based upon. . . sexual orientation.”

e “Every individual shall have an equal
opportunity to participate fully in the eco-
nomic, cultural, and intellectual life of the
District and to have equal-oppormunity to
participate in all aspects of life, including, but
not limited to. . . edicational institutions.”

® “Any practice which has the effect or
consequence of violating any of the provi-
stons of this chapter shall be deemed to be
unlawful discriminatory pracrices.”

Continued on page 3

Gay Dems
Ready For
Primary

by G. Thampson

Gay political organizers, expecting to send
Gay delegates to the Democratic National
Convention, are conducting a major
campaign effort leading up to the Tuesday,
May 6 D.C. primary election. Among the
seven openly Gay cendidates, five on Senator
Kennedy's *CD 1" slate arc well-positioned
to win places in the D.C. delegation to the
Democratic National Convention.

The D.C. effort is part of a nationwide
campaign to elect operly Gay delegates to
both major party conventions, focusing
autention on the emergence of Gay votersasa
potent force in today’s politics. Gay rights
Jcaders are pushing for adoption of a Gay
rights plank in the party platforms by the
delegates at both conventions.

The nationwide campaign, spearheaded by
the Washington-based National Convention
Project [NCP], has aiready achicved
measurable progress by electing more openly
Gay delegates 1o both conventions than in
any previous year. According to Tom
Bastaw, director of NCP, the more than half-
dozen Gay delegates elected to this August’s

Continued on page 21
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On Tuesday, May 6, the palitical clout of our community — your community —
is on the line. Never before since the time when our community first began
developing gay political influence in Washington has so much been at stake.
Never before has our community seriously attempted to elect openly gay
people in a primary or general election. With your help, we expect to do just that
through our substantial representation on Edward Kennedy's slate.

Vote for Edward Kennedy for President

Never before has an elected official of Senator Kennedy's prominence taken
such an unequivocal stand.in favor of the rights of gay Americans. Throughout
the campaign, Kennedy has spoken consistently and eloquently in favor of gay
rights.

Vote for These Openly Gay Persons for Delegates
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Don Bruce, Ownar, Stephien Brown, Prosident, Paul Kunizier, Ward 2 Rap., Meivin Boozer, , Pras.id;ﬁr. foner,
D.C. Eagle and Gartrude Stain D.C. Democratic Gay Activists D.C. National D.C. Human
Eagte in Exile Democratic Club Stale Committes Alllancé Organization for Womean Rights Caomimission
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“Trekkers“ Rally at Fla. Capitol Despite Threats

by Don Leavitt

Under the fear of violence and threats a
group of Metropotlitan Community Church
members marched from Jacksonville, Flor-
ida to Tallahassee to save a besieged church.

Called a “religious experience” by Talla-
hassee MCC minister Robert Angell, the B
day, 168 mile trek was 1o demonsirate to
Northern Florida that the Gay community
was not going to be driven back into the
closet. MCC founder Troy Perry joined the
“Trekkers™ for the final miles,

Last fall Tallahassee Baptist minister
Gerald Sutek began a crusade to drive the
newly formed MCC church out of town. He
posted a sign in front of his church reading,
“Did you know that there is a-queer church
on North Adams St?,” and' attacked the
church through the local media. The fright-
ened Gay congregation dwindled down to 3,
from its previous 30, worshippers.

To show their resolve not to be scared
away, MCC officials decided 1o hold a trek
from Jacksonville, site of the nearest estab-
lished MCC church, to Tallahassee. Approx-
imately 35 people from all over the East coast
began the trek April 19.
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Although carrying no banners, the
marchers were known to local residents due
to ample press coverage. The “Trekkers”
met little resistance for most of the march,
The only incidents, says Rev. Angell, came
from “people piving birdies, exposing them-
selves, and flipping moons.”

Church hymins were sung when the group
walked through a town. According to partici-
pant Allen Grooms, residents were “amazed
and confused” te hear the marchers. “They
couldn’t comprehend a Gay person singing
the same Amazing Grace they sing,” said
Grooms.

Police cooperation varied from courity to
county. The sheriff of Madison County was
guoted as saying his counyy was *'Gay-free”
and that he didn't want “queers” marching
through his jurisdiction. A surprise came
when a Columbia County Sheriff’s depury
met the group at the county line, shook eve-
ryone’s hand, and escorted the marchers
through the county.

Black residents frequently waved, saluted,
or pave the victory sign as the “Trekkers”
went by. Comments Grooms, * The best sup-
port we have gotten from the moment we left
Jacksonville has consistently been from the
Black community.”

Tensions rose as the group approached the
end of the trek. Near the rown of Monticello,
it was learned that a local minister was
requesting that the group by-pass the town
for their own safety. Allegedly, cars with
Confederate flags had been gathering on the
autskirts of Monticello. A rumor circulated
that the head of the Florida Ku Kiux Klan
had sworn he would not let the group reach
Tallahassee alive. Members of the group
were visibly scared.

Pressure was put en Florida Governor Bob

Gay Student

Continued from page 1

The suit further states that “defendants’
denial (of charters to the groups) creates &
chilling effect upon the speech and associa-
tion rights of the pilaintiffs, and students,
stzff, faculty, and alumni of the University
and the Law Center.”

And, it contends, “the D.C. Human
Rights Act embodies the fact that education
thrives on the interchange of ideas, both pop-

“ular and unpopular, If ideas cannot be freely

discussed and evaluated in a university and
law school community, then commerce of
ideas cannot be assured anywhere in our

Graham to supply police protection. After
receiving over 200 telegrams from concerned
religious and Gay groups around the coun-
try, a state police escort was granted. On

]

rooms

photo by Allen
Rev. Troy Perry (L) and Rev, Ed Hougen,
pastor of MCC/Boston (r.), lead the

“trekkers” in the final miles of their
journey to Tallahassee.

Friday, April 25, 3 state police vehicles met
the group outside Monucello and escorted
them through the town. No incidents took
place.

Rev. Troy Perry joined the “Trekkers” the
next day. A group of about 50 reached the
Tallahassee city limits that afternoon. Rev.

Groups Sue

sociery.”

Bogard said the suit is also based on the
gropnds that there is 8 “breach of implied
warranty”’ on the part of the University. He
explained, *The theory is that siudents pay
tuition, and the University allows class
anendance, and the right to associate and
express themselves. The University
breached that contract and the implied war-
ranty that flows from it.”

The University had not yet reacted to the
suit at Blade press time, but Bill Schuerman,
Associate Desn of Students, said previously
that the University “would defigitely fight
any lawsuit because *“there’s a matter of prin-

available.
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Sutek 2nd 6 of his flock met the marchers.
With the “hible thumpers’ demonstrating in
the background, a worship scrvice was held
by the MCC group and two men were joined
in a holy union.

Using the Biblical precedent of stoning
homosexuals, Rev. Sutek has planned to
symbolically stone the “Trekkers” with eggs.
He was unable to carry out his plan, however,
Rev. Angell explains: *The Sheriff’s office
confronted Mr, Sutek with the fact thatif the
marchers were to be symbolically stoned with
eggs, he would have 1o use symbolic eggs.
Not being able to conjure up symbolic cggs,
he decided not to do the sioning."”

On Sunday the MCC group finished the
march to the Tallahassee church, In the
afternoon the Florida Gay Task Force held a
rally on the steps of the state capitol. Troy
Perry and several other speakers addressed a
crowd estimated at 200 to 250 people: Rev.
Sutek and aboutr 50 supporters werc also
there, but were kept a safe distance away by
the police. According to Florida Gay Task
Force Executive Director Patrick Land, the
demonstrators yelled epithets such as “You
are an abomination,” ‘‘Homosexuals can not
be Christians,” and * Animals are no berter.”
The shouting did little 10 dampen the spirits
of the marchers,

Looking ahead, Rev. Angell sees anew day
for his church. “I see the church growing
again as people discover Northern Florida is
not as insane as people think it is, that people
like Gerald Sutek do not speak for the major-
ity of the people in the state, and that Sutek
does not own God or speak with the voice of
God. We will come back again and again and
again until we achieve equal rights for Gay

people.”

ciple involved.” He added, “The University
has rights as a private instutution.”

But attorney Leonard Grall, who is work-
ing with Bogard on the case, claims the insti-
tution is not exempt from the District’s
human rights statute, and neither he nor
Bogard feel the University would be success-
ful in employing freedom of religion argu-
ments in court. “The D.C. statute embodies
the First Amendment rights of speech and
association,” said Bogard, *“If they have to be
balmnced against freedom of religion, we will
win.”

Graff said the University will have 20 days
from the date the suit was filed to answer the
complaint, and 45 days from the same date to
answer interrogatories. He added that there
has been virtuaily no litigatdon under the
D.C. Human Rights Act, and that the Geor-
getown case would therefore be the firstreal
test of the law.

Bogard said support of the suit is expected
from several naticpal organizations in the
form of amicus briefs. And members of the
Gay graups invalved anticipate campus sup-
port. Jim Ryan, GPGU president, said stu-
dents would like to see a Gay victory because
of the University's “condescending attitude
in the way it treats not only Gay students, but
all students. Law group president Clint
Hockenberry claims support of about eight
arganizations and of faculty members at the
Law Center.
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D.C. Judge Dismisses
Gay “Palimony” Suit

by Dave Walter

A D.C. Superior Court judge has thrown
out a “paltimony” suit brought by one
Washington Gay man against another. Judge
John D. Fauntleroy dismissed the suit April
23 by pgrantng a defense motion for
“judgment on pleadings,” which means he
agreed with a defense contention thar there
was no legal basis for the suit to be heard.

The suit was filed last July by Don Cox
against his ex-lover, David Elwing. The two
lived together for ebout 2': years, first in
Chicego, then in Washington. Tom Gaye,
attorney for Cox, said there had been “‘an
understanding that they were life partners,”
and as such, would share profits on Eiwing's
real estate ventures, The relationship
subsequently broke up, which led to Cox’s
suit seeking half the profits, and payment for
the value of home improvement work he
performed. Gaye said Cox was not seeking
money for support.

Fauntleroy offered no reason for
dismissing the suit, but defense attorney
Leonard Graff had moved the case be thrown
out on two gounds. The first was that a court
in Illinois — where Cox and Elwing lived for
much of the time they were together — had

ruled against recopnizing unwritten
contracts between unmarried cohabitants.
Gaye argued unsuccessfully that the decision
does not pertain to Gay people.

The other ground was based on the D.C.
law against sodomy. Gaye said, “The judge
presumed sex acts were part of the contract,”
which therefore made it illegal. Gaye
conceded the ground does stand up
technically, but added, ““We also have civil
rights laws.” He claimed that because of
changing attitudes on homosexuality, the old
sodomy law should not be employed.

Grall said he had “quaims” about using
the sodomy argument. But he claimed he
mentioned it only in passing in his brief, and
did not emphasize it. And he defended the
move as being dictated by legal ethics. “I had
to be as strong an advocate s I could for my
client, and the sodomy ground was
something we couldn’t lose on.” 'He added
that his major objection to the lawsuit was
that 1t attempted to enforce an unwritten
cORtract.

Gaye claimed, however, that the
agreement did not have to be in writing. He's
appealing the decision, which he said could
take from six months to a year.
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Advertising Sales Manager

for The Blade. Salary & commission equals comfortable
five fig. income for the right person. Health plan &
vacation benefits. Send resume & history of outside
sales experience, by May 25, to Don Michaels, The

Blade, 930 F St., N.W., Suite 315, D.C. 20004.

Also, we have an admin. asst. position open —
see “Employment” section of classifieds, pg. 29.
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