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Georgetown G

Much ado has been made lately of the
fact that Barrons now considers George-
town in & ¢lass with the finest schools in
the country. I'm sorry Ignatius Loyols,
but | do not happen to agres. | make my
judgement not on sdmissiona figures, nor
on the quylity of education, but on the
mapner n which this university treats its
students, whick [ think leaves much to be
desired. :

An excellent case in point is the treat-
ment, or rather nontrestment, of gay
students, The homosexus! community
hers on campus can lake little pride ia
. e e Y

by Jim Ryan
SFS "80; President,
Gay People of GU
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Geosgetown'’s improving reputstion. It's
hard to feel as though you have much
siake in an institution thet ignores you,
and Ignoring the needs of gay students is
an art which this university has perfected.
A university is supposed to be s forum
for intellectual exchange, However, If you
happen to be gay at Georgetown, You are
left with the overwhelming impression
that the administration would prefer you
to keep your thoughts, your needs, and
especially your pride to youmelf.

I never had any difficulty dealing with
the fact that | am gay. ! have always con-
sidered myself » very rational pemson. |
think 1 was fourteen or fifteen when |
knew for s fact that, uniike other boys,
there was nothing in the women's lingerie
seclion of the Sear's cstalogue that could
hold my interest. | knew what I was,.l
knew 1 could not change what 1 was, and
1 knew that the only way to get through
life was to accept those two facts. [ read
a great deal, end very soon began to share
my thoughts with others. Over tho Jast
fow yean, | have found that honesty is
incredibly sddicting, and my heart has
been warmed by the tremendous support
1 have received from my friends asd my
family, '

For a while { was very disllusioned
with my church. | walked cut of a mass
st home after hearing a priest read a letter
from Termence Cardinad Cooke “urging
every decent Catholic to write to his City
Councilmin demanding defeat of gay

rights legislation. Tq this day | wonder if .
the Cardinal has ever heard of the sepape-

tion of Church and State. Soon, however,

:lfmmd my wwtouomnluthnqnﬂed__

. Dignity. The gay men and women who

are its member helped me to understand
that there was a place for me in organized
religion. The atmosphore at Dignity is
extraordinary. Since the orgsnizstion
struggles to survive in a hostile environ-
ment, one often fecls tike sn early Chirly-
tian in Rome. If .l remember corsectly,
they foo were oppreased because thoy
chose to act on thelr capacity to love, In
many ways, Dignity works like an under
ground rallroad, and [ was delighted to
find that Washington too had & chapter.

It was upsetting to leamn, howm.'

that such love and concem were lacking
st Georgetown, Indeed, this university
has only encouraged militancy in me. Fact
of life: If you try to shove me back in &
closst where 1 know [ have nelther thoe
sir nor room to live, you may rest sssured
l::l 1 will fight aven barder to slay out-
B,

1 do not know If | could ever adequaie-
Iy describe what it is like to be gay st this
place, To be told that college is a time to
find out sbout yoursell, yet road com-
ments by the Campus ministry that com-
ing out now might prove “‘detrimental to

one'y development,” To st in paychology -

classes and hear the word “pathological”
toased about, as well sa theosies about
homosexuality that you know were dis-
credited years sgo. To st in English
classes, and discuss works written by
homosesuals, and be told that they
possessed creativity in spite of the fact
that they were gay, not because of it. To
know that the resources available on this
campus consist of one filmstrip and a
handful of ouidated books of dubious
quality. To be In the School of Forelgn
Sesvico and tralning (or a carcer you will
nover have. To kaow that the sdministra-

tion is s0 adept at sidestepping this fasus, -

that you cannot bring yourself 1o trust
them at all.

Some will say that these impressions
are falso. If that is the case, then the ual
vonity must do something to dispel thom.
It has been sfforded an excellont oppor
tunity to do so. The gay student organiza-

tion here at Georgelown has applied for -

officiat recognition. | realite the issusfsa
controversial one, bui do not feel that the

., sdministration must ssy no. In fact, | think

they are compelled to say yes.

This is a Catholic school, true, but that
doea not mean that s recognized gay
organization cannot exist here. As far as
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homossxuality is concerned, the Biblo is
& source of ambiguity; it is & subject
about which Jesus said nothing. Bsyond
that, it ls the duty of all Christians 10 be
in the forefront of the fight agalnat pre-
judice, discriminstion, snd hatred. The
congequences of rojection must also be
‘considered. Kohlberg says that 95% of
morality is learned outside the clagroom.
To unjusily deny s group of studonis the
right fo bo accepted as part of the uaiver-
sty community would undemine any
sffarts (o create a moral atmosphere here.

| know ihat the admichutration is
reluctant to take sny action that would
be construed as support for an altemative
tifestylo. Wo ask not for support of life-
styles, but of life;not of homosexual acty, -
but of bomosexuals.
would mean only recognizing the fact
that acceptance s lacking on this campus,

and that gay students necd to band fo- -,
‘this metler and demonsirate that they
wv-have undemsiocod fully the mesage laid

gether for suppart, for self-sducation, and

to faclitste the educstion of the rest of%

the commualty. To tura down that ro-
quest would be to adopt the narrowest

To recopnize us |

possible interpretation of Christ's mesaage,

1, for one, do not recall being told to love
my meighbor except in cases whep he or
she is gay. )

The administration f» efrald of mili-
tancy; it can be eliminated by slmply
sflording to the gay students tha same
tights and conaiderations that others
enjoy. The administration doss not want
the campis polarized; ihat has only

ays: Fighting for Acceptance

occurred in places where war
denled. Tho wmtmmmmmuu

reaction by the alumnl; no univerity Lo
this country has experionced a drop in
slumni funding following the recognition
of s gay organization. At Notre Dame, the
gay slumni amsociation has ralsed over
$100,000 forscholarships for gaystudents,

The sdministration claims it does not
want to complicate matters for those who
are stil] “confused” abaut thelr ssauslity,
To begin with, psychologists say that
sexual prefereace is determined some-
where before the age of seven, If there are
confused people hers, how could they
poudbly boe oxpected to sort things out if

‘only one slde of the lssue is hoard? It is

inconceivable that those who manage an
tducationsl inslitution could ever belisve
that ignorance is bliss. And what about
those who are not confused? Do they not
have the right to work to oliminate the
prejudice and ignorance simed ut them?
[ am afmid that those who make such
srguments have listenod (oo long to the
tikes of Anits Bryant. They may pretend
to be altruistic, but what they are sctually
saying ls, “We do not want to belp you.
Wait until you are out of here to deal
with this.* N

The fears of the sdminlsiration are

.uolbiu compared with the difficultios

faced by homosexuals on this campus. 1
bave talked with faculty memberns wha
live in constant fear, knowing that they
would be lot go in an lastant if found out.

. | have met thow “confused” students,’

Thelr confusian stems only from the

hostile attitude of the administration, sn '

sttituge which socks to systematically
sirip them of their notions of seif-worth
and pride. To treat people as though they
are inferior is terrible; to get (hem to
believe it is unconscionable,

It is my sincore hope that the sdamninis- .

fration will make the comect decidon ia

down to ua 2,000 years agoJ Jo dony a

segment of the student body an oppor- ;
tunity to live, to isaim, (o grow, to edu-
cate others, sad to bo trested a9 buman .

beings, would be‘mpnnnmdlyur
Christian. -",
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